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Recent storms pushed the reservoir closer to a state safety limit,
triggering a controlled release as officials work to ease pressure on
the aging dam.

SAN DIEGO — After days of heavy rain, the City of San Diego is releasing water from Lake

Hodges Reservoir after water levels rose to 278.5 feet, close to a state-mandated safety

limits.

Crews began a controlled release on Wednesday at the 108-year-old Hodges Dam, sending

water into the San Dieguito River. City officials say recent storms pushed the reservoir close

to the 280-foot elevation threshold required by California’s Division of Safety of Dams. The

restriction is designed to protect downstream communities and ensure the safe operation of

the dam.

Hodges Dam was built in 1918 and purchased by the City of San Diego in 1925. In a recent

state report, the dam was rated “unsatisfactory,” with an “extremely high” downstream

hazard potential if it were to fail.

Engineers say controlled releases like the one now underway help relieve pressure on the

aging structure and reduce potential risk.

Meanwhile, City officials are coordinating with the San Dieguito Water District and the Santa

Fe Irrigation District to maximize beneficial use of the water. When possible, the districts can

draw water from the reservoir for use by their customers.

However, most of the excess water will continue flowing down the San Dieguito River and

eventually empty into the Pacific Ocean near Del Mar, a reality that has sparked debate with

some questioning whether more could be done to capture and store the excess water locally.

According to officials, the controlled release will continue until the reservoir drops to 277.5

feet. The timeline depends on additional rainfall and runoff, but city officials estimate it could

take several days.

In the meantime, crews are closely monitoring reservoir levels throughout the rainy season.

Residents and visitors along the river are urged to use caution, as water levels may rise during

the release.

City of San Diego releasing water
from Lake Hodges after storms
push levels closer to safety
threshold

Author: Brian White
Published: 5:42 PM PST February 19, 2026
Updated: 5:42 PM PST February 19, 2026

U.S. Privacy

The Healthier Way | Sponsored

When Neuropathy Hits, Try This Immediately (It's Brilliant!)
Learn More

Rewena | Sponsored

4 Warning Signs Of Damaged Liver (2 Is
Scary)

Vamoose | Sponsored

This Simple Hack That Keeps Rodents Out
Of Your Engine Bay

wellness journal | Sponsored

A Relaxing Foot Routine That Supports Leg Wellness
This popular at-home foot routine is gaining attention for its role in supporting comfortable, relaxed legs. 
Natural, simple, and perfect as part of a daily wind-down habit.

Learn More

Movingoo | Sponsored

How To Drain Lymph Fluid In Ankles &
Legs? It's Simple

Easy Mind | Sponsored

Memory Erosion Has Been Tied to This
Popular Food Component— Do You Hav…

Learn More

KFMB

Family of pregnant Arizona teen shot and
killed outside San Diego vacation rental
speaks out KFMB

San Diego Police investigate crash that
left 14-year-old girl dead in San Carlos

The Healthier Way

When Neuropathy Hits, Try
This Immediately (It's
Brilliant!)

Learn More

 



Sponsored Links

She Mixed Gelatin This Way - Now
She Can't Stop Losing Weight
Go Health Active

Close Ad

Super Sale
Temu

-31%

LOADING NEXT ARTICLE...

ADVERTISE WITH US  HELP BUTTON  WORKING FOR YOU  GUESTS & INTERVIEWS  THROWBACK  COMMUNITY  RECIPES

News Weather Sports
RIGHT NOW

San Diego, CA » 71°

Before You Leave, Check This Out

Do you have to vote for
everything on your election
ballot?

When do polls open and close
on Election Day in California?

How San Diego compares as
California reports one of the
largest decreases in
homelessness over the past
year

Mexican officials uncover
1,933-feet-long tunnel
connecting Tijuana and San
Diego

Larry Millete Murder Trial |
Prosecutors play surveillance
video that captured audio of
several loud bangs

Family of pregnant Arizona
teen shot and killed outside
San Diego vacation rental
speaks out

7 dead, including shooter,
after series of shootings in
Iowa, police say

One man dead, another
injured after ATV plunges 300
feet in Valley Center

Fire crews stop the forward
progress of a brush fire in San
Diego County's Ramona
community

Declining Memory Has Been
Linked to This Common Drink…
Daily. Do You Drink It?Brain Health Report

https://www.cbs8.com/section/local
https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/All-Programs/Division-of-Safety-of-Dams/Files/Publications/Annual-Data-Release/2025/DAMS-WITHIN-JURISDICTION-OF-THE-STATE-OF-CALIFORNIA-DAMS-LISTED-ALPHABETICALLY-BY-DAM-NAME-SEPT-2025.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=408980509878433&display=popup&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbs8.com%2Farticle%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fcity-of-san-diego-releasing-water-from-lake-hodges%2F509-375ec721-6a20-40e1-b6d1-302d59c87cc5&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbs8.com%2Farticle%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fcity-of-san-diego-releasing-water-from-lake-hodges%2F509-375ec721-6a20-40e1-b6d1-302d59c87cc5
https://ccparequest.taboola.com/
https://careforurhealthdaily.com/neuro-daily-care
https://careforurhealthdaily.com/neuro-daily-care
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tegna-kfmb-tv&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%202nd%20%7C%20Card%201:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tegna-kfmb-tv&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%202nd%20%7C%20Card%202:
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tegna-kfmb-tv&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%202nd%20%7C%20Card%202:
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic
https://easywellnessplan.com/page
https://easywellnessplan.com/page
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tegna-kfmb-tv&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%202nd%20%7C%20Card%203:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tegna-kfmb-tv&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%202nd%20%7C%20Card%206:
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic
https://healthiestbraincore.com/brain-core
https://healthiestbraincore.com/brain-core
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tegna-kfmb-tv&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%202nd%20%7C%20Card%206:
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/local/family-of-pregnant-arizona-teen-killed-outside-san-diego-vacation-rental-speaks-out/509-35df09c0-e5fa-45f1-9e78-db749778d8f8
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/local/family-of-pregnant-arizona-teen-killed-outside-san-diego-vacation-rental-speaks-out/509-35df09c0-e5fa-45f1-9e78-db749778d8f8
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/local/14-year-old-girl-killed-in-san-carlos-crash/509-7c1a387e-d0f7-4099-989c-2558e72fdd9c
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/local/14-year-old-girl-killed-in-san-carlos-crash/509-7c1a387e-d0f7-4099-989c-2558e72fdd9c
https://www.cbs8.com/
https://www.cbs8.com/
https://www.cbs8.com/news
https://www.cbs8.com/weather/
https://www.cbs8.com/sports
https://www.cbs8.com/weather
https://www.cbs8.com/watch
https://www.cbs8.com/watch
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/politics/elections/do-you-have-to-vote-for-everything-on-election-ballot/509-3489d03f-7994-454a-a762-5f8bfa5765d0?ref=exit-recirc
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/politics/elections/when-do-polls-open-close-election-day-california/509-c4075907-6785-425e-af5e-3bfdfa11e997?ref=exit-recirc
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/local/how-san-diego-compares-as-ca-reports-largest-decreases-in-homelessness-over-the-past-year/509-c7d12401-f82b-4d76-8902-4805b9a660d9?ref=exit-recirc
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/local/mexican-officials-uncover-869-feet-long-tunnel-connecting-tijuana-san-diego/509-f8c49ec4-4c29-44b3-b315-ac543a19d5f5?ref=exit-recirc
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/investigations/millete/larry-millete-murder-trial-prosecutors-play-surveillance-video/509-09468c60-7806-441a-90ee-ecbb145996b9?ref=exit-recirc
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/local/family-of-pregnant-arizona-teen-killed-outside-san-diego-vacation-rental-speaks-out/509-35df09c0-e5fa-45f1-9e78-db749778d8f8?ref=exit-recirc
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/nation-world/iowa-mass-shooting-man-shoots-family-members/507-db4e5967-88c4-471b-b7d4-323638153d12?ref=exit-recirc
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/local/one-dead-another-injured-after-atv-plunges-300-feet-in-valley-center/509-254b4fba-c1ee-4dae-8c74-bf3172c29bf5?ref=exit-recirc
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/local/wildfire/brush-fire-san-diego-county-ramona/509-88a0795c-3d04-4f13-af13-944e27ebefd4?ref=exit-recirc

